
� An unusual number of English faculty members have been and are on sabbatical 
leaves this year.  Drs. Kent and Mimi Dixon are on a year-long sabbatical, working on 
writing projects and enjoying visits to their new grandson Henry.  In the fall, Dr. Incorvati 
enjoyed his first sabbatical, which included continued work on projects for Green 
Wittenberg while traveling and making progress on scholarly work.  Dr. McClelland was 
also on sabbatical in the fall; he completed a rough draft of a new novel with elements of 
both political fiction and science fiction.  Dr. Buckman is currently on sabbatical and has 
already done research at the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC this semester. 
 To help out, we have welcomed a trio of visiting instructors, some of whom are not 
strangers to Wittenberg.  Alison Fisher, a doctoral candidate from Ohio State University, 
has taught at Wittenberg before as an adjunct instructor.  Fisher’s research interests include 
modernist literature and the tensions between “high-brow” and “middle-brow” fiction . She 
received her B.A. from the University of Houston.  Shannon Thomas, also an OSU doctoral 
candidate, is completing her dissertation on nineteenth-century American women poets 
(including Emily Dickinson) and periodical verse.  Thomas’s undergraduate degree comes 
from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington.   Melissa Barrett is a Wittenberg 
graduate  (class of 2005) active in literature and creative writing classes while an 
undergraduate.  She earned her M.F.A. in poetry at Sarah Lawrence College. 
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� When Lauren Schmidt ’00, Mike Hissrich, and Dan Stroeh ’01 visited 
Wittenberg for a colloquium and brief residency in spring 2008, the opportunity for further 
visits seemed too good to miss.  Thus was born the Wittenberg Summer Screenwriting 
Institute.  Acting Chair Cynthia Richards worked with Dr. Elma Lee Moore and the 
creative writing faculty, as well as with Schmidt, Hissrich, and Stroeh, to develop a unique 
summer study opportunity in an intensive course in screenwriting with production 
considerations in mind.  Schmidt is currently a writer-producer on ABC’s Private Practice 
and has previously been SWG-nominated for her work on The West Wing.  Hissrich is an 
Emmy-winning producer on ER, The West Wing, and My Own Worst Enemy.  Stroeh, who 
won the National Student Playwriting Award as a Wittenberg senior, currently lives in New 
York, where he is an active playwright and budding screenwriter. 
 The Institute will run May 18-June 12 and will provide students opportunities to 
work the way working screenwriters do, from research to drafting to collaborative writing 
to adapting to production considerations.   The Institute will run this summer and continue 
in the summer of alternating years.  For more information about enrolling in this year’s 
Summer Screenwriting Institute, see Dr. Richards or Dr. McClelland and talk to your 
advisor. 
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